REMARKS 

Entry of the foregoing amendments, and reexamination and 
reconsideration of the subject application, pursuant to and consistent with 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .104 and § 1.1 12, and in light of the following remarks, are respectfully 
requested. 

The objections to claims 8, 9, 11 , and 12 as allowable in dependent form, 
and the allowance of claim 13, are gratefully acknowledged. 

Amendment 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite that the claimed device is slidably 
removable from the surface of the elongate instrument and that the sheath 
engages the surface of an instrument placed into the bore, such as disclosed in 
the specification (e.g., p. 3, In. 23-24, and p. 4, In. 20-22). Claim 2 is amended to 
more particularly recite that the protrusions extend through the bore to contact the 
instrument, and that there is at least "one" protrusion. A typographical error is 
also corrected in claim 13. No new matter is presented. 

Rejection under 35 USC 102 

Claim 1 (and claims 4, 7, and 10 dependent thereon) stand rejected 
hereunder as anticipated by Kwitek, which rejection is respectfully traversed. 

As now claimed, the sheath portion of the device (as well as the core 
portion), engages the surface of the elongate instrument. In contrast, the ends 
(28 and 30 in Fig. 2) in Kwitek are portions of the core (called "shell 12" in Kwitek) 
and include lips (32a, 32b) that prevent the sheath (finger grip 24) from engaging 
the surface of the instrument. All of the embodiments show in Kwitek (except 
Fig. 5, which is only the sheath material) prevent the sheath material from 
engaging the instrument (whether writing implement or golf club). Accordingly, 
this rejection should now be withdrawn. 

Claim 1 (and claim 7 dependent thereon) stand rejected hereunder as 
anticipated by Goldsmith '363, which rejection is respectfully. 

As with Kwitek, Goldsmith '363 does not allow for the sleeve (D) to contact 
the writing instrument. The blank (C) is present in the bore and preferably 
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present when the soft rubber sleeve is vulcanized (paragraph bridging cols. 2 and 
3), but there is no disclosure that the sleeve has any contact with the inserted 
pen. Likewise, the ribs (C 3 ) in Goldsmith '388 do not pass through the ferrule (B).. 
Accordingly, this rejection should now be withdrawn. 

Claim 1 (and claims 2-6 dependent thereon) stand rejected hereunder as 
anticipated by Maruyama, which rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Maruyama discloses an actuation mechanism for a mechanical pencil. The 
pencil loading actuator (10), alleged in the rejection to be analogous to the 
claimed sheath, moves along the outer surface of the pencil (7; paragraph 
bridging cols. 5 and 6), and so these two elements are not "integral" as claimed. 
Neither could these two elements, alleged in the rejection to constitute the 
claimed invention, be slidably removed from the device (or inserted thereon) as 
claimed (as opposed to one sliding a limited distance with respect to the other as 
disclosed in the reference); thus, neither does the bore (defined by 7) accept an 
elongate instrument therein. Accordingly, this rejection should now be withdrawn. 

Rejection under 35 USC 103 

Claims 4 and 10 stand rejected hereunder as obvious over Goldsmith '388, 
which rejection is respectfully traversed. 

It is not contested that polymers are well-know engineering materials. 
Nevertheless, as the structure of claim 1 as now amended, and from which these 
rejected claims depend, is not disclosed in any of the art, these claims are 
necessarily patentable and this rejection should now be withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

In light of the foregoing amendments and remarks, withdrawal of the 
present rejections, and further and favorable action, in the form of a notice of 
allowance, are now believed to be in order, and such actions are earnestly 
solicited. None of the art, either singly or in combination, shows a removable 
device where the sheath portion contacts the surface of an elongate instrument 
inserted a bore adapted to receive the same. 
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